
NATIONAL LIBRARY OF SCOTLAND BILL 
 

Submission to the Finance Committee from the Office of the Commissioner 
for Public Appointments in Scotland  

 
Consultation  
1. Did you take part in the consultation exercise for the Bill and, if so, did you 
comment on the financial assumptions made?  
 

No. Although the Office of the Commissioner for Public Appointments in 
Scotland appears on the list of bodies consulted during the consultation 
exercise on the Bill, we have no record of receipt of the consultation papers. 

 
2. Do you believe your comments on the financial assumptions have been 
accurately reflected in the Financial Memorandum?  
 

Not applicable 
 
3. Did you have sufficient time to contribute to the consultation exercise?  
 

Not applicable 
 
Costs  
4. If the Bill has any financial implications for your organisation, do you believe that 
these have been accurately reflected in the Financial Memorandum? If not, please 
provide details.  
 

The Financial Memorandum advises that there will be no financial 
implications for our organisation. This is not accurate.  

 
We assign Public Appointments Assessors to provide scrutiny of regulated 
appointment activity. We have assigned assessors to oversee appointment 
rounds for this body three times since the establishment of our office. 
Assignments were made in 2004, 2006 and 2009. On each occasion the 
appointment activity was cancelled by the Scottish Ministers before any 
appointment was made and the costs of providing scrutiny of appointments 
to this body were therefore relatively low. The 2004 round had a nil cost and 
the 2006 and 2009 rounds cost our organisation £250 and £1,092 
respectively. The Bill and FM indicate that a raft of initial new appointments 
will have to be made. Whilst we cannot predict the cost of providing scrutiny 
of this activity precisely, we anticipate that it will cost us approximately 
£3,500 for the first set of appointments and approximately £1,000 for each 
new appointment round thereafter.   

 
5. Are you content that your organisation can meet the financial costs associated 
with the Bill? If not, how do you think these costs should be met?  
 

Yes 
 



6. Does the Financial Memorandum accurately reflect the margins of uncertainty 
associated with the estimates and the timescales over which such costs would be 
expected to arise?  
 

We are unable to offer an opinion on this. 
 
Wider Issues  
7. If the Bill is part of a wider policy initiative, do you believe that these associated 
costs are accurately reflected in the Financial Memorandum? 
 

No comment  
 
8. Do you believe that there may be future costs associated with the Bill, for 
example through subordinate legislation or more developed guidance? If so, is it 
possible to quantify these costs? 
 

We do not anticipate any additional costs arising for our organisation over 
and above those we have identified and set out in response to question 4.  

 
We are unable to offer an opinion on costs that may arise for other parties as 
a consequence of developed guidance or subordinate legislation.  

 
 
 


